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	TONY KART RACING TEAM: UNDISPUTED PROTAGONIST OF THE OPEN MASTERS 2006 1st RACE (Muro Leccese, International Circuit ‘La Conca’, 24-26 March 2006)

   A Week-end of great satisfaction for the TONY KART RACING TEAM in the first race of Italian Open Masters Championship; the karting event which is expected to be one of the most impressive of the year due to the number and the quality of the enrolled people and because of the acquisition  of the FIA title.

Our driver Antonio Piccioni laid down the law in the 100 ICA : two practically perfect races, both from the point of view of his performance and of his Racer EVS’s efficiency. Starting from the first day of free practices, Friday 24th, Piccioni took the lead and achieved the best lap-time of 47’’086. Not fully proud of his result, Antonio came back to the track on Saturday with a precise purpose: to rule the qualifying practices in the heats. And it was so. His faultless concentration , the great feeling with his Vortex RVA engine and the perfect tyres created a winning trinomial which carried him directly to gaining victory in both finals on Sunday. Antonio scored also the track record with a resounding 47’’404 during the 10th lap in Final 1, although the rain of the previous night wet the track asphalt, and then signed an authentic “solo” in the Final 2. 

To crown his highly positive week-end are finally the 50 points which make him the uncontested leader of the 2006 Open Masters Championship Final Rating in his class. 

We also have to give particular recognition to both Daniel Mancinelli and Marco Zipoli. The first, Mancinelli, scored the second best lap-time in the heats with a 47’’841 and gained excellent placing in several matches; the second, Zipoli,  was the author of a clamorous resounding in the second final, succeeding in crossing the finishing line within the first ten drivers even if he started behind the lines in 29th position.

In Formula A our “green couple” Catt and Bollingtoft together with the “blue cousin” Calado (Kosmic), hogged the races during the three days: Gary Catt scored the best lap-time (46’’975) in the qualifying practices becoming automatically the  forerunner of all the following heats; Nikolaj Bollingtoft, on the other hand, scored the second best lap-time ( 47’’128) in the qualifying practices of group 2 and then took part to all the races in an exemplary manner for the whole week-end.

James Calado, ICA European Champion in office, was the first to cross the finishing line of Final 1, being ahead the time of the team-mate and compatriot Catt of 1’’648. Our three drivers gave a well-deserved podium to their Mother House and now lead the 2006 Open Masters Championship Final Rating in their class with a reasonable margin from the opposing drivers.

Our lead driver Marco Ardigò, European and Italian Formula A Champion , fell victim to an unlucky race week-end: during the qualifying practices on Friday and Saturday he succeeded in qualifying within the first ten, but then in Final 1 he was obliged to leave the race after the first lap because of an accident. Anyway, Marco demonstrated to be made of the right stuff, dedicating to his racing team a never-see-before comeback in Final 2: although he was the last to start, he recovered 19 positions.  

And then the 125 ICC, the class in which TONY KART RACING TEAM lined up Davide Forè, thrice Formula A World Champion, and Stefano Albertini. From the beginning, Davide looked for the right feeling with his Racer EVS and after some initial hesitations, he gained a good 5th placing in Final 2, the race in which he not only scored the best lap-time but also the new track record with his boisterous 46’’771.

The 2005 World Champion Team, running up a big series of successes on the International Circuit ‘La Conca’, rules the 2006 Open Masters Championship General Rating and is now getting ready for the second race that  will take place in Lonato(BS) from the 21st to 23rd April, to the best of its possibility.  
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