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PRESS RELEASE
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2007 karting season

Prevalle (Brescia)

Tony Kart Racing Team : 12° Winter Cup

The 12° edition of the Winter Cup brings the first certainties in the Racing Team. We are sure we worked in the right direction with the new Vortex RAV 125 engines, first of all while designing them and then while developing the design……Referring to the chassis, these were already a kind of warrant.

At the Winter Cup all the material gave proof of reliability and competitiveness, and the first comparison against the competitors, gave to the Tony Kart Racing Team technical staff some instructions about the way to follow in the next steps for whole technical package to be developed.

This has already been stated by the excellent competitiveness degree that the private teams shown as well, starting form the KF3 with the British drivers of Strawberry Racing and the Italian driver of Imparato Motorsport, and finally the absolute performance in the KF1 category of our Official Driver but also  Antonio Piccioni of the TRT Racing Team and Daniel Mancinelli of Genikart Racing Team (FA chassis).

KF3. the British Team of our Importer Strawberry demonstrated to be highly competitive with the couple Thorp and Chamberlain, respectively second and fourth. Important the same, was the performance of Alessandro Kouzikin, the driver with Russian origin supported by our Italian Dealer Imparato Motorsport : Alessandro moved up impulsively after being penalized in the pre-final, race that he won, and got an excellent 3rd position  increased by the best lap scored in 43” 924 !

Vortex, with its engines, and many satellite Teams gave proof that they can be the protagonists of the entire season. 

KF2. Antonio Felix Da Costa made his debut with the Tony Kart Racing Team and in the new category, he came form the former JUNIOR class, in the best way possible with a persuasive performance getting a second place. The other young of promise, Will Stevens, was good the same: he scored the pole position with an unbeaten time of 42”963 and won the second heat with no hesitation at all. Unfortunately Will paid dearly for the forfeit obtained in the first heat: in the pre-final he got hit by a competitor and remained clamorously out of the final. In the next commitments, Will will surely have the opportunity to redeem himself , considering the big potential he has.

KF1. The “ride” of the Tony Kart Racing Team Official Drivers was stopped just because of some electrical problems: above all, Catt and Ardigò were obliged to retire when they were fighting for the victory.

Gary scored the pole position in the qualifying practices and confirmed himself for the final. Fast the same was Marco Ardigò, who placed himself in the first row of the starting grid as well.

All the Tony Kart Racing Team Drivers shown an impressive rhythm , unbeatable by the competitors and this is for sure an important starting point in a future perspective , for the continuous job made by the technical staff of the Team.

Antonio Piccioni and Daniel Mancinelli took the leadership of the race and competed until the last curve, but in the end a small contact between them penalized both of the two.

Alberto Viglino – Engineer Responsible for Research and Development in Tony Kart

“The balance of the first race is good under all the aspects.

In KF3 we got the best lap with Kouzkin, won the manches and……for a penalization we started 20th and finally got a second position. The British Team got the podium and our driver Camplese caught up in the Final. We did not have problems of any kind and showed an acceptable degree: making a comparison to what happened last year, I would say thet today we have broken the monopoly of the past by being immediately competitive.

In KF2, the problem for the first races is all about the accessories. We have to define some details about the electric- and electronic- part and also the battery.” 

“And that is for sure the aspect that penalized us, particularly with Stevens, who got the best lap

 and was incredible fast for all the weekend” ….these are the words of the Team Manager, Mr. Giacomo Aliprandi ……” Da Costa behaved in a good way, he made in fact an excellent job during the manches and ended with a second final placement. This is a very important result, considering that this driver is coming from the Junior category, he is very light and has 32 kg of extra-weight on his seat.

Antonio is a driver that gives us great expectations and hopes: it’s not the easiest thing to pass from the Junior to the KF2. The couple is close, they exchange data and suggestions, they live the situation in a good way: being considered on the same level by the Racing Team, gives them serenity and calmness.

In KF1 all the spectators saw the race…..there were 5 Tony Kart Drivers fighting with equal “weapons” and leading the race. The others tried a shy reaction, but at the end an electronic problem cheated on us. The telemetry data confirmed this impression.”

What does the Team Manager think about the final contest between Mancinelli and Piccioni in  KF1?

“ Piccioni made an excellent race, braking to the limit, as a real experienced driver. This has been a hard comparison, face to face, as we used to watch among drivers such as Marco Ardigò and some others.

At the hairpin bend Mancinelli made a common thing of the karting: he just lent on the bumper of the driver in front of him and……he got disqualified……we cannot enter the drivers’ mind! I am quite sorry because it was a good race for both of them, it’s a real pity……on the other hand, we have to keep in mid that this was just their debut in KF1 and being in the front lines showed the stuff they are made of.” 

Antonio Felix Da Costa  – Driver KF2

2nd classified at 12° Winter Cup and pole position in the heats with a time of 42”980

“at the beginning of the day, in the pre-final, I scored a tenth worst than my main competitor. Since he had new tires in the pre-final, and I was using the old, I was calm and relaxed cause I knew I could score the same time. At the start of the final there was a little bit confusion and I lost some position, that’s why I was forcer to catch up but……when I reached the second place, the first was too far away. Anyway, I am satisfied because this is just my first race in KF2 and with the Tony Kart Racing Team….I am very happy.”
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